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Education in the digital era
Study presentation and public hearing

The bulk of the CULT meeting was dedicated to a topic that is currently high on the EU agenda: digital education and skills Digital
Skills”. It started with the  requested by the CULT Committee after the January 2018 publication of thepresentation of a study
Commission’s ‘Digital Education Action Plan’. The , Digital Skills in the 21st century  was overseen by the Policy Department andstudy ,
authored by Ms Justina Vaikutytè-Paškauskè. The study made recommendations in relation to the following challenges:

Low connectivity and insufficient skills
Lack of digital student services
Losing labour market competitiveness
Low media literacy and gender gap
The need for data on digital education.

The presentation was followed by the Commission setting out its “Digital Education Action Plan” as part of the public hearing on
. Mr Georgi Dimitrov (DG EAC) and Ms Fabrizia Benini (DG CNECT) focused their presentation on two“Education in the digital era”

critical challenges:

How can the EU prepare today’s learners for life and work in an age of rapid digital change?

at present, 40% of firms have difficulties finding ICT specialists
there will be 500,000 unfilled vacancies for ICT professionals by 2020

How can education keep pace?

95% of 16-24 year olds in the EU are regular internet users
less than half of children are in schools that are highly digitally equipped
20-25% are taught by digitally confident supportive teachers

The Action Plan focuses on implementation and the need to stimulate, support and scale up purposeful use of digital and innovative
education practices. It draws on a wide range of education and training stakeholders including business, research, NGOs, as well as
non-formal education where relevant. It has three priorities: making better use of digital technology for teaching and learning,
developing relevant digital competences and skills for the digital transformation and improving education through better data analysis
and foresight.

For each priority, the Action Plan sets out measures to help EU Member States address the challenges, as detailed by the Commission
representatives.

Due to the obvious links between the two points, the Q&A session related both to the study and the Action Plan, with Members
welcoming the Commission endeavours but voicing their concerns as regards the absence of a stronger focus on the acquisition of
basic digital skills for all (particularly for those already in the labour market), the need to encourage young girls to study STEM and ICT
and the need to further develop the universities-business dialogue.

Regarding the latter, Members that travelled to Silicon Valley gave the example of Berkeley and Stanford, with the latter in particular an
example of the symbiotic relationship between academia and business. Moreover, Members stressed that better quality access to the
internet is pivotal not only for business competitiveness, but also for fostering social inclusion. Rural areas, where there is less incentive
for the private sector to invest, remain less well connected than cities.
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The public hearing then continued with three more
presentations:

“Innovation in education - how are digital technologies
contributing?” by Mr Marc Durando - European Schoolnet

“Smart citizens and digital societies: the potential of
Europe’s public libraries” by Ms Ilona Kish - Reading &
Writing Foundation (BE)

Committee of the Regions opinion on the Commission
“Digital Action Plan” by Mr Domenico Gambacorta

Members participated actively in the Q&A session following
each presentation. They voiced concerns as regards the 10-
year gap (or more) vis-à-vis Europe’s main competitors.
Members that went to Silicon Valley gave concrete examples
of how the US is addressing the common challenge of the
digital skills shortage on the labour market and how formal
education is struggling to keep pace with firms, like Apple,
that are taking training and education on digital skills into
their own hands.

The fear of the unknown regarding artificial intelligence,
especially when it comes to data management, was
mentioned as well, with Members stressing that any strategy
in the field should ensure that humans are empowered to
make judgements on that data.

The fact that only 18 percent of classrooms are internet-
equipped and that schools are often unaware of how to use
EU funds was mentioned as a major challenge that calls for
an integrated approach at all levels of governance.

Members stressed the need to invest in media literacy at the
same level as other school subjects, and the importance of
basic digital skills not only for employment but also for active
citizenship and everyday life (e.g. filling in tax forms or
buying theatre tickets).

Members agreed that the education systems cannot face all
these challenges alone they probably need help - and
perhaps some 'non-traditional' partners, suggesting, for
example, partnerships with multiple levels of government
and the private sector, particularly with telecommunications
companies, to negotiate low cost access to Internet services.

Public libraries were also referred to as being best placed to
provide information literacy support to those who are not
familiar with digital technoligies. Sometimes they are the only
source of help to complete online forms, or create a CV!

Presentations

 • Procedure file Amendments deadline: 28 September 2018•  Committee vote: 20 November 2018•

 

 

 

   

 

Education in the digital era: challenges, oppurtunities and lessons for EU policy
design - Consideration of draft report (Rapporteur: Yana TOOM, ALDE)
 
The final item on digital education was the consideration of the draft report on "Education in the digital era:
challenges, opportunities and lessons for EU policy design". The report builds on the Commission’s Digital
Education Action Plan and draws on a Policy Department study on digital skills. It also looks at the range of
digital education initiatives already in place and examines whether existing EU policy frameworks and funding
programmes are fit for purpose and properly coordinated.
 
The Rapporteur recalled that fast evolving technology demands responses from our educational systems if we are to educate
the citizens, employees, employers and entrepreneurs of the future. She stressed in particular that the acquisition of skills goes
hand-in-hand with a lifelong learning approach and schools are the starting point for digital skills education. Teachersshould 
furthermore  be  at  the  core  of  the  transformation,  because  we  have  to  change  the  way  we  learn  and  teach.  She  also 
underlined the important role played by non-formal and informal learning. Members welcomed the report, stating their 
intention to tableamendments based on the study presentation, hearing and the debate.  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cult/events-hearings.html?id=20180921CHE04881
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/september_ii/hearing.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2090(INI)&l=en
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European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) 
Consideration of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Petra KAMMEREVERT, S&D)
 
Ms Kammerevert, as Rapporteur for the opinion, argued that alignment between the ESF+ and the European
Semester is critical, as often the challenges identified in that process do not take into account regional disparities.
Other issues that in her opinion need to be improved are:

allocations under shared management to address youth unemployment and NEETs;
cultural and sport activities as tools for social inclusion;
education as the best way out of poverty;

Members who took the floor in general welcomed the proposals. They informed the Rapporteur of their intention to table amendments
related, e.g. to the need to pay particular attention to national indicators, as often they do not reflect the differences between regions,
and the need to increase allocations to actions/projects developed in the EU regions, as they play an important role in cohesion policy.
xxx

 • Procedure file Amendments deadline: 27 September 2018•  Committee vote: 8 November 2018•

 

European Regional Development Fund and on the Cohesion Fund
Consideration of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Bogdan Andrzej ZDROJEWSKI, EPP)
 
The Rapporteur focused on the issues overlooked by the proposal, such as creative industries, culture, youth and
sport. He calls for a more ambitious approach, taking into account Article 167(4) TFEU stipulating that ‘the Union shall
take cultural aspects into account in its action under other provisions of the Treaties’. The Rapporteur emphasises the
need to recognise the full potential of culture and its role in supporting and fostering economic development, social
inclusion and cohesion. He calls for funding to be focused on a set of priorities encouraging integrated programming.
This also leads to the proposal for a new series of indicators to better evaluate the real impacts of the ERDF projects
on culture. The shadow rapporteurs welcomed the draft opinion, in particular its position on the introduction of a new set of indicators.
xxx

 • Procedure file Amendments deadline: 2 October 2018•  Committee vote: 8 November • 2018

 

Establishing the InvestEU Programme

 • Procedure file Amendments deadline: 1 October 2018•  Committee vote: 8 November 2018•

 

Minimum standards for minorities in the EU   
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Consideration of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Angel DZHAMBAZKI, ECR)
 
The InvestEU programme builds on the experience of the Junker Plan and seeks to mainstream various EU
investment instruments to leverage some 650 billion EUR in investment to support innovative projects and thereby
boost growth, jobs and sustainability. The Rapporteur underlines the need for extra efforts to invest in culture,
education and youth. The opinion proposes to channel more investment strategically into the educational sector, to
support young people and, in particular, to boost the cultural and creative industries sector, key to the EU’s innovation
and excellence in the creation of cultural content and high skills job opportunities. He stresses the need to strengthen
human capital and human skills and capabilities as key enablers of economic and social development. CULT Members supported the
efforts of the Rapporteur and added the need for extra support for the preservation and promotion of EU cultural heritage and EU
identity based on cultural exchanges.
xxx

Adoption of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Andrea BOCSKOR, EPP)
 
With  this  opinion,  the  CULT  Committee  reaffirms  unambiguously  that  the  EU  has  a  special  duty  to  protect  and 
guarantee  the rights  of  the  more  than  50  million  people  belonging  to  national  or  regional  minorities  who  live  on  its 
territory. At the same time, the Committee deplores the fact that minority issues are not given due prominence on 
the EU agenda. It calls therefore on theCommission to present a legislative proposal or a recommendation on the 
protection  and  promotion  of  cultural  and  linguistic diversity  and  on  Member  States  to  ensure  that  people  from 
regional, ethnic and linguistic minorities have adequate opportunities to learn not only their own language, history and 
culture, but also the language, history and culture of the majority population. 
 
Procedure file
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0206(COD)&l=en
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The next committee meeting: 10-11 October 2018
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With digital technology revolutionising the way we access
cultural content and provide education and training, the
role of the high-tech sector is pivotal in determining the
direction of travel for future education, culture and media
policy. This was the premise for an intensive 3-day
delegation visit to San Francisco and Silicon Valley where
the six Committee Members held a series of meetings with
high-tech companies and platforms (Google, Airbnb,
Facebook, Netflix and Apple), music companies (Universal
Music), universities (Berkeley and Stanford) and civil
society (Center for Humane Technology).
 
As well as getting an insight into the working culture of
some of the world’s leading companies and getting
demonstrations of state-of-the-art technology, Members
also tackled some of the central policy challenges of the
digital transformation. How do we properly regulate access
to creative content in the digital age? How do we ensure
that people can readily enjoy cultural content and creators
can continue to make a living? What do audience
behaviours tell us about the future of audiovisual content
consumption? What do developments in digital education
tools mean for policy-makers? How do we protect society
from some of the nefarious effects? And how do universities work with business to develop robust partnerships?
 
The delegation visit offered many useful lessons for the committee’s work, but also gave the committee a timely platform to set 
out itsposition on some of the hottest policy debates of the moment. You can read more about that in the press release.
 
Members of the CULT delegation: Helga Trüpel (Greens/EFA, Germany) - head of delegation, Silvia Costa (S&D, Italy), Luigi Morgano
(S&D, Italy), Maria Teresa Giménez Barbat (ALDE, Spain), Bogdan Andrzej Zdrojewski (EPP, Poland), Svetoslav Hristov Malinov (EPP,
Bulgaria).
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